
FISH  P R O T E C T IO N  A C T , 1975

N o. 42

ARRANGEM ENT OF SECTIONS
SECTION

1. Short title
2. Interpretation
3. Regulations
4. Prohibition of use of explosive, poisonous or noxious substances
5. Exemptions
6. Powers of entry, seizure and arrest
7. Obstructing officers
8. Disposal of articles after conviction

An A ct to  p r o v id e  fo r  th e  m o r e  E ffectu a l R eg u la tio n , C o n tro l, 
P r o te c t io n  a n d  I m p r o v e m e n ts  o f  F ish  an d  F ish in g  in  
B o tsw a n a
Date of Assent: 18.12.75
Date of Commencement: 31.12.75
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1. This Act may be cited as the Fish Protection Act, 1975.
2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires — 

“authorized officer” means a person authorized by the Minister
for the purposes of this Act;

“fish” includes all vertebrate fishes, and the spat, brood, fry, spawn 
ova and young thereof.
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Regulations 3. (1) T he M inister m ay m ake regulations w hich shall apply 
to such areas as are specified therein, providing for the m ore effectual 
control, p ro tection and im provem ent of fish, and the governm ent 
and  m anagem ent of any specified area in which fishing m ay be 
carried  on, and  w ithout prejudice to the generality  of the foregoing 
for all or any p a rt of the following purposes —

(a) im posing and  prescribing conditions for the regulation of 
fish ing;

(b) registering all boats em ployed in fishing;
(c) determ in ing  the times and seasons at which the taking of any 

species of fish shall com m ence and cease;
(d) the issuing of licences and certificates of registration to 

persons au thorized  to take any species o ffish ;
(e) prescribing the fees to be paid  for or in respect of any licence 

or registration issued or m ade;
if) providing for and regulating  the description and  form  of nets 

to be used in fishing and the size of the meshes thereof, or the 
p roh ib iting  of any, special description of nets or meshes or any 
tackle, instrum ent or appliance whatsoever tending to 
im pede the lawful taking of fish or being in any m anner 
d etrim en tal to the preservation or increase of fish ;

(g) prohib iting , restricting or regulating the bring ing  into 
Botsw ana of any live fish ;

(h) prohib iting , restricting or regulating the transfer w ithin 
Botswana of any live fish ;

(zj prohib iting , restricting or regulating  the sale of any fish.
(2) R egulations m ade under subsection (1) m ay require acts or 

things to be perform ed or done to the satisfaction of an au thorized 
officer and m ay em pow er such officer to issue orders requ iring  acts 
or things to be perform ed or done or prohib iting  acts or things from 
being perform ed or done, and m ay prescribe periods or dates upon, 
w ithin or before such acts or things shall be perform ed or done.

(3) T he M inister may, in regulations m ade u nder subsection (1), 
fix such penalties for the breach or non-observance of any regulation 
or any order issued under or by virtue of such regulation as he m ay 
think fit bu t no such penalty  shall exceed, in the case of a first 
conviction a fine of R200 and im prisonm ent for 3 m onths, and in the 
case of a second or subsequent conviction a fine of R500 and  im ­
prisonm ent for 12 m onths, and w here no penalty  is fixed the breach 
or non-observance of any regulation or order shall be punishable to 
the extent aforesaid.



4. Any person who uses or perm its to be used any explosive, 
poisonous or noxious substance f or the purpose of killing, stunning  or 
disabling fish or in any way rendering  fish more easily caught shall 
be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine of R500 and im prisonm ent 
for 12 m onths.

5 . T he M inister may, in the interests of science or for any other 
reason that to him  m ay seem fit, exem pt in w riting any person from 
the provisions of section 4 or of any regulations m ade under section 3.

6 . Any au thorized  officer and police officer not below the rank 
of assistant inspector m ay —

(a) at all reasonable times enter into and upon any land  or 
premises, or stop and en ter upon any boat, for the purpose of 
preventing  or detecting offences under this Act or any regu­
lation m ade th ereu n d er;

(b) seize any —
(i) boat, explosive, poisonous or noxious substance, net, 

instrum ent, rod, line or any other appliance or article 
which he has reasonable cause to believe is being or has 
been used in contravention of this Act or any regulation 
m ade th e reu n d er;

(ii) fish which he has reasonable cause to believe was 
cap tu red  in con traven tion  of this Act or any regulation 
m ade th e reu n d er;

(c) w ithout w arran t, arrest and search any person whom  he m ay 
find com m itting, or whom he reasonably suspects of having 
com m itted , an offence under this Act or any regulation 
m ade thereunder.

7. Any person who wilfully obstructs, hinders, assaults or resists 
an au thorized  officer or a police officer in the exercise of his powers 
u nder this Act or any regulations m ade thereunder shall be guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine of R500 and im prisonm ent for
12 m ouths.

8. O n the conviction of any person for an offence under this Act 
or any regulation m ade thereunder, the court before which such 
person was convicted m ay order any articles in respect of w hich the 
offence was com m itted , and any vehicle or vessel which, w ith the 
consent or connivance of the ow ner thereof, was used in the com m is­
sion of the offence, to be forfeited, and to be destroyed, sold or 
otherw ise disposed of.

Passed by the N ational Assembly this 4th day of Decem ber, 1975.
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I . P .  G o n t s e ,
Clerk o f the National Assembly.


